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Figure 1: An Overview of Incidents (April - May 2018)
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Figure 2: Comparative analysis of Incidents (April- May 2018)

Chittagong
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Figure 3: Bi-Monthly Divisional Distribution of Incidents (April-May 2018)

ChittagongBarisal
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Table 1: Top Five Incidents (April- May 2018)
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Figure 4: Consequences of Drug Related Incidents
(January 2017- June 2018)

Map
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Map 1: Drug Related Incident Heat Map by BPO (January 2017- June 2018)
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The recent nationwide crackdown on the 
narcotics trade launched in early May of 
2018, has resulted in an increasing trend 
in the number of incidents, mainly 
gunfight, to a great extent. According to 
BPO data, a total of 214 incidents of 
gunfight reportedly occurred in Bangla-
desh (figure 5) from (1) April to (12) 

June (2018). It depicts that most of the 
gunfights occurred in Chittagong, Khulna, 
and Dhaka division. According to BPO 
data, 144 out of these 214 reported 
incidents occurred since May 2018 in 
which 166 alleged drug peddlers have 
been killed. 

Figure 5: Incidents of Gunfight by Division (April 1-June 12, 2018)

Unlike other divisions, Chittagong 
possesses some unique features such as it 
has shared borders with both India and 
Myanmar, three Hill tract districts of 
Bangladesh are located in the division, the 
largest seaport and longest sea beach are 
also situated in the division etc. All these 
could provide some technical supports 
for transportation as well as large 
potential market base for the illegal and 
addictive drugs which is utilized by the 
illicit drug traders and drug peddlers to a 
great extent. Since Myanmar has started an
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(Figures 6,7, and 8).
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Figure 9: Evolution of Drug Use in Bangladesh

Source: DNC Annual Drug Report 2010, p.12
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Table 2: Number of Seized Drugs in
Bangladesh (2013-2018)

Source: The Daily Jugantor (2018)Online,
             https://goo.gl/qeLYLf

(Table 2).
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Table 3: Approximate Drug Price in Bangladesh
(Table 3).

Source: Annual Drug Report of Bangladesh, 2010, p.24
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Table 4: Primary Causes of Drug Abuse of the Patients under Treatment Programmes

(Table 4).

Source: DNC Annual Report 2016, p. 28

Besides these, doctors and experts have 
identified more reasons behind drug 
addiction including: dexterity, misguided 
life-morale, effect of degenerated culture, 
lack of personality and moral strength, 
misconception of taking drugs as part of 
modern lifestyle, considering drug 
consumption as challenge/ adventure, 
influence of drug-addicted family member 
(especially spouse), desire to escape from 
reality, misconception on drug’s positive 
effect on creativity/ concentration on 

study/ stamina, freedom from sensation 
of sorrow/ guilt/ tension/ hunger, 
misconception on drug’s ability to 
eradicate insomnia, intentional drug 
consumption to harm oneself and so on. 
But the adversity of drug abuse is beyond 
the so-called temporary pleasure that 
drugs allegedly offers. The following 
figure highlights some of the detrimental 
interrelated (physical, psychological, 
social and economic) impact of drug 
addiction (Figure 10).54 
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Figure 11: Legal Procedure for
Drug Offender in Bangladesh

Arrest

Investigation

Submission of the
investigation report

Hearing and examining the
witnesses in the Court 

Order of
punishment
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(Figure-
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Table 5: Intoxicant by Category

(Table 5).

Source: http://www.sai.uni-heidelberg.de/workgroups/bdlaw/1990-a20.htm
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(Table 6).
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Table 6: Offenses and Punishment under the Narcotics Control ACT, 1990

Source: DNC Annual Drug Report Bangladesh 2010, P. 69
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(Table 7).
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Map 2: District Map of Sylhet
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Map 3: District Map of Khulna
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Map 4: District Map of Bandarban
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